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Welcome Back  
Welcome to the new school year.  I hope you have all had a relaxing and restful summer break.   It 
gives me great pleasure to write to you as the Acting Head Teacher of Holy Family Primary School.  I 
am delighted to be re-joining this fantastic school community and I look forward to working alongside 
our children, families and staff team in the forthcoming year.   

I would like to extend a huge welcome to all of our new Primary 1 children and their families.  It is a very 
exciting time for the children and over the coming weeks our school team will continue to support them 
as they adjust into the routines of school life.   We would also like to wish good luck to our previous    
Primary 7 children as they begin their secondary school experience.   

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Grant to our school.  Mrs Grant will be teaching for 
one day in Primary 1/2 and one day in Primary 3/4 as well as delivering support for learning inputs 
across the school.   

Communication  

As a staff team we will strive to communicate with parents and the wider school community as            

effectively as possible. Building and maintaining effective communication is essential to ensuring that 

families and the local parish feel involved within our school community.  I have attached a copy of the 

Annual School Calendar and the Liturgical School Calendar.  This will give you a list of upcoming key 

dates.  At present these dates are provisional.  If for any reason they had to be changed we would   

communicate  this with you via group call and our Facebook and Twitter pages at the earliest possible       

opportunity.   

I intend to send a weekly update via the school website and in the near future the school app.  I will also 

be able to send termly newsletters giving any key updates or news regarding the life of our school.  As 

well as this the Parent Council have a Facebook page that you can join to keep informed of school 

news.  

Class Assemblies  

We are changing the format of school assemblies.  This year each class within the school will have an 

opportunity to lead an assembly.  This will enable the children to showcase aspects of their learning as 

well as developing their confidence in performing to an audience.  Families are welcome to attend     

assemblies and enjoy tea/coffee with their children afterwards.  Dates of class assemblies are listed 

within the annual calendar.  We look forward to welcoming you there.  
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Parent Council  
The Parent Council team have been essential in contributing to forms of school improvement and helping to 
raise funds for the benefit of our children .  I look forward to working with them during this upcoming year and 
extend a welcome to anyone who wishes to join.  Our current co-chairs Alison and Paulene have compiled a 
short welcome message below.  
 
“Hello from the Parent Council! First we want to welcome all new parents and welcome back to  Mr McCabe 
as our Acting Head! The parent council is an extremely important part of your child’s school. Sadly the school 
is only allocated £11 per child for the whole year! This means raising funds is essential. We had a fantastic 
last term, raising £1313 at our family fun prize bingo night in May, and the money has been allocated for 5 
visualisers and a communication app which should be launched early this term. Please come along to our 
next meeting on Monday 2nd September at 7pm in the school for a cuppa, blether and meet some of the    
other parents. In the meantime, please join the Parent Council Facebook page (Holy Family Primary 
School Parent Council) for further information or email hfpsparentcouncil@gmail.com  We look forward to   
seeing you!” 
From Alison and Paulene  
 
School App  
As mentioned above, thanks to the recent fundraiser organised by our Parent Council, we have been able to 
purchase  a communication app for the school.  This is a very exciting development because it enables our 
school to share information with you in a quick and very accessible manner.  Staff will soon receive training in 
how to use the app and we will launch it in September.  Stay tuned for our launch countdown.   
 
Sporting Events 
 
Our Active Sports Co-Ordinator Ross Logan joined us this week to speak with the children about upcoming 
sporting events within the community. We have provided the children with letters detailing these events and 
we hope to provide a variety of sporting and fitness initiatives throughout the course of the school year.   
 
Parent Volunteers 
 
We kindly ask our parents and families to communicate any particular skills/interests that they may wish to 
share with our children and staff .  This could be in the form of a sporting achievement, or a life skill that would 
benefit the children.  We would love to hear from you and if possible arrange a visit to our school to provide 
the children with taster sessions.  If this is something you could help us with please contact the school office 
and I will arrange a time to speak with you.   
 
School Development  
 
As you will know, West Lothian Council is planning to build us a new school to be open by August 2022.   
There is an upcoming drop in session on Monday 26th August from 6-9pm  at Winchburgh Community     
Centre.  Staff involved in the development will be in attendance to answer any queries you may have.  You 
can keep updated on the progress of the development using the council link below.  
https://www.westlothian.gov.uk/newwinchburghschools  
 

Thank you 
 
Thank you to everyone for your very warm welcome.  I am delighted to be back at Holy Family Primary 
School and I am very much looking forward to working within the school community. If you have any         
questions please call our school office and I will arrange an appointment to speak with you.  

 
Kind Regards  

Kevin McCabe 
Acting Headteacher  

 


